
 

 

 “March Madness” – Although Underdogs, Raiders Were Decisive Winners! 
 
The term, “March Madness,” was originally coined in 1939 by Henry V. Porter, a teacher 
and coach in Manito, Illinois, to capture the spirit of high school basketball state 
tournaments.  “March Madness” is actually a registered trademark held jointly by the 
NCAA and the Illinois High School Association.1 Minnesota’s high school version of 
“March Madness,” is the Minnesota High School Basketball State Tournament.  The 
tournament celebrated its 100th anniversary in 2012.2   
 
Forty-Three years ago the 1970 Sherburn Raiders, undoubtedly characterized by many 
as the quintessential “underdog,” led by Coach Dennis Christofferson crafted a perfect 
18-0 record in the regular season followed by an astonishing 8-0 record in the district, 
region, and state tournaments.  Their state championship is remarkable in that it 
occurred during a time when it was a single class tournament, only one Minnesota state 
basketball champion emerged from the state tournament whether it was a big school or 
a small school.  Consequently, it could be said that the boys from the small outstate 
community of Sherburn were undoubtedly the classic “underdog” during much of the 
tournament, and undisputedly so in the final game against South St. Paul.       
 
The Raiders starting five included seniors Tom Mulso, Jeff McCarron, and John Tirevold 
accompanied by sophomores Pete Eiden and Paul Krohn.  They started the season by 
literally annihilating Jackson by a score of 74-38.  They continued by beating Butterfield, 
Mapleton, Truman, Trimont, and Mankato Loyola.  They entered the holiday break with 
a 6-0 record. 
 
Following the Christmas break, the Raiders defeated Madelia 98-65 with Jeff McCarron 
scoring forty-five points, a new school record that was previously held by Joe Eiden.  
They continued their winning ways throughout the regular season; however, they were 
challenged by Lakefield having to come back from being ten points behind in the 
second quarter to finally win by thirteen.   
 
The Raiders entered the District V tournament as a number one seed facing Fairmont in 
their first game.  Fairmont, an arch rival, had defeated them in district play each of the 
preceding three years.  However, that was not to be this time as they won handily by a 
score of 73-57.  They went on to win the district by defeating Delavan and Wells and in 
Region II; they defeated Luverne 76-63 and Jackson 48-38, thus earning them a spot in 
the state tournament in Williams Arena. 
 

                                            
1 http://www.basketball.org/march-madness-history/ 
2 http://minnesota.publicradio.org/display/web/2012/03/21/sherburn-high-school-basketball 



 

 

In the first game of the state tournament, the Raiders defeated Melrose 65-54 and then 
defeated Marshall 71-60 to qualify for the championship game against heavily favored 
South St. Paul.   
 
Although decidedly underdogs, the Raiders had three players in the 6 feet, 5 inch range, 
they were agile, and they could run.  South St. Paul was heavily favored, undoubtedly 
as a result of their supposed tougher schedule in the metro conferences.  In addition, 
they were rated number one in the state for much of the year.  
 
More than 18,000 fans, including most of Sherburn, packed Williams Arena for the tip 
off of the championship game.  As the game progressed, Sherburn opened up a thirteen 
point lead in the first half.  South St. Paul staged a comeback in the second half, only to 
be quelled by the Raiders before finally savoring a decisive sixteen point victory, 78-62.  
In addition, the Raiders also featured the tournament’s leading scorer in Tom Mulso 
averaging 27.7 points per game totaling 83 points for the 3 games and, ironically, the 
championship trophy was presented to them by a South St. Paul resident, Governor 
Harold Levander.   
 
Although the Raiders were undeniably a talented and well coached team, they also had 
an intangible of sorts that to some extent may have helped them achieve their 
championship status.  That intangible was the character of George Packard, an ardent 
fan dedicated to the hometown team who also fit the role of the town outcast.  “Packard 
liked to play up Sherburn’s underdog status by calling them ‘the hicks from the sticks.’  
By the time the team reached the championship game, a tight bond had formed:  the 
small-town basketball team, underdogs in the state tournament.  And George Packard, 
underdog for life.”3  His analysis of opposing teams and their players seemed to have 
somewhat of a grounding effect on the team in keeping them focused.  Packard, 67 at 
that time, passed away in 1983. 
 
Consequently, the Sherburn Raiders, although being the definitive “underdog” from rural 
outstate Minnesota, proved their skills by prevailing forty-three years ago in that March 
of 1970, the final year of the single class era dating from 1913-1970.  Their victorious 
season exemplifies the role of the “underdog,” not only in sports, but also in life.  Their 
accomplishment gives hope and meaning to anyone feeling like an “underdog” aspiring 
to be successful in whatever endeavor in life they might contemplate.  Congratulations 
to those “underdog” Raiders of forty-three years ago! Their success is the embodiment 
of what the “underdog” can achieve while putting the Sherburn Raiders forever in the 
annals of Minnesota State High School basketball history.  
 
                                            
3 http://minnesota.publicradio.org/display/web/2012/03/21/sherburn-high-school-basketball 



 

 

For more information on this topic, or to become a member of the Martin County 
Historical Society, visit the Pioneer Museum in Fairmont.    
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