Martin County’s Pioneering Pilot — Lloyd Alsworth

Sherburn native Lloyd Alsworth, affectionately known as “Pappy,” is generally
considered to be the father of aviation in Martin County. He was born in 1906 and grew
up on a farm in rural Sherburn. He farmed with his father and operated an airport on
their farm with his brother. Alsworth took his first plane ride at a 1927 air show in
Jackson, and was hooked on flying from that point forward. He learned to fly in a
biplane owned by Clarence Siehl of Sherburn. In 1931, Alsworth and his brother bought
their first plane together, an OX-5 Travelaire biplane that cost $375.00. They used a
hayfield on their father's farm as a landing strip, which was also used by many other
pilots for miles around. This helped them to become acquainted with many of the early
day pilots, from which they in turn acquired a great deal of knowledge about flying and
airplanes.

Alsworth quit farming and joined the Civilian Training Corp during WW Il. He was
assigned to flight school and after a short training period began instructing enlisted
personnel to become Air Force pilots. He trained fliers in the Twin Cities, Grand Rapids,
Duluth, and Mankato. After being discharged, he moved back to Martin County where
he started a commercial airport with a flight school that included Gl training.

In 1945, he purchased a share of Clayton Dullard’s flight school that was located in the
Stade Airport in the southwest part of Fairmont. The airport was basically a converted
cow pasture across from the Jolly Inn, now known as Tami’s on The Ave. He became
the airport manager and trained pilots there as well as doing some training in Sherburn.
In 1949, the Fairmont Flying Service was moved to the site of the present airport.
Shortly thereafter Alsworth purchased Dullard’s interest in the business and became the
sole owner.

Alsworth was active on many fronts, one of which involved his Fairmont Flying Service
that operated an air taxi service. It flew primarily within a 300 mile radius; however,
Alsworth had taken passengers as far as Atlantic City, New Jersey. He was also
instrumental in convincing area officials to build the Fairmont Airport and also served as
airport manager. In addition, he began crop dusting in 1947 and he began spraying for
the Fairmont Canning Company in the early 1950’s.

Alsworth was a uniquely talented individual that was actively involved in many aspects
of aviation. He served as president of the Minnesota Airport Operators Association; he
served as a flight examiner giving check rides to hundreds of pilots of commercial multi-
engine planes and sea planes; he provided charter service for local businesses; and he
flew an air ambulance service when needed. Obviously, aviation was an integral and



significant part of his life as evidenced by his dedicated service to the profession that
included being the unpaid manager of the Fairmont Airport for over twenty-five years.

Although Alsworth’s flying experiences are mostly positive, his family suffered a tragic
loss when his two sons, James 19 and Gene 21, were both killed in airplane accidents
in 1966.

Lloyd Alsworth was a respected and admired local citizen who had a positive impact on
the many people that he encountered throughout his lifetime. He passed away in
August of 1992 at the age of 85.

For more information on this topic, or to become a member, visit the Pioneer Museum in
Fairmont.
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