What is Martin County’s Second City?
Back on June 22, 1966, then Sentinel Editor Claude Swanson wrote an article entitled,
“Martin County’s Second City Lies in Silence.” The title of the article was quite
fascinating as one might wonder just exactly what he meant by “Martin County’s Second
City.”
In his introduction to the article, he stated the following: “Ask any citizen to name Martin
County’s ‘second city’ in population and, chances are, not one in a hundred can give the
correct answer. Not by several thousand.” Swanson cited the census taken in 1960
indicated that Fairmont ranked first in population, Truman was second, and Sherburn
ranked third.
From there, he included some population statistics: “Nowhere in the official federal
census is Martin County’s ‘second city’ mentioned, although, at the time it had more
than 6,000 inhabitants, and in point of age, it is almost as old as Fairmont.” Okay, that
makes Martin County’s “second city” rank in population second only to Fairmont in
Martin County, so just what exactly was Swanson referring to in his article about Martin
County’s second city?
He went on to provide some specific clues that helped to clarify exactly what he meant
by Martin County’s “second city.” They were as follows: “Martin County’s ‘second city’
is unique in several respects. The lots are of equal size. Its inhabitants constantly face
east. Its inhabitants are quiet and peaceful. They are at rest. Eternal rest, for they
comprise the population of our ‘Silent City’ dating back to November 14, 1871 and
known ever since as ‘Lakeside’ Cemetery.” That description, of course, clearly
identified what Swanson meant by Martin County’s “Second City,” situated on 58 acres
on the shores of George Lake in Fairmont.
Swanson then went on to relate some early history of Fairmont indicating that there
appeared to be no record of where the deceased were buried in those very early years
of Martin County history. However, he felt it reasonably safe to believe that internment
was probably made at Lakeside Cemetery.
The first recorded burial on this site,
December 6, 1868, was a child named Carrie Waterman. George Tanner, the
homestead owner of the property, had given her father permission to bury his daughter
here. Five days later, former Canadian Louis LaBoute, aged 102, was buried there.
Shortly after, a Mr. Howell buried his infant child at the site.1
The history of the Lakeside Cemetery Association dates back to November 14, 1871,
when it had its beginning at a meeting in E. W. Bird’s drugstore. There appear to be no
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records before or after that time until November 10, 1926, although hundreds of burials
were made there in the intervening years, according to Swanson’s article. At present
there are 14,432 surveyed gravesites and 64 crypts and 64 niches in the mausoleum,
which was built in 1983.2
Swanson’s commentary goes on to state that the original tract of land was comprised of
fifty-eight acres purchased from C. F. Livermore for $4,300.00. Of this amount,
$3,300.00 was raised from house to house canvassing, and Livermore paid the final
$1,000.00. The canvassers were headed by William H. Hay, the Fairmont theater man.
Others of historical significance that participated in the campaign were H. H. Canright,
G. T. Houseman, and Frank A. Day, among others.
On November 10, 1926, the board reorganized at a meeting of five Fairmont citizens
that included Miss Minnie Bird, A. R. Fancher, Elmore Houghtaling, Susanna Krahmer,
and Henry G. Sydow. Many of these names are also recognizable in terms of their
historical significance to this area as well.
The American Legion, Veterans of Foreign Wars, Disabled American Veterans, and the
Vietnam Veterans built Lakeside Veterans Memorial in 1987. The upkeep of the
memorial and flags is maintained by these organizations.3
Each Memorial Day, morning services are held here following a parade from Veterans
Park in downtown Fairmont to the cemetery by the service organizations, Fairmont High
School Band, Girl Scouts, Boy Scouts, and other participants.4
Swanson’s article from 1966 was both interesting and informative. He was able to
essentially capture the reader’s interest with his headline, while gradually unraveling his
story of Fairmont’s “Second City” from both current and historical perspectives.
Visit the Pioneer Museum in Fairmont for more information on this topic or Swanson’s
article.
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