
FAIRMONT CITY COUNCIL AGENDA 

Monday, April 8, 2024, 5:30 p.m. 

1. Roll Call/Determination of Quorum

2. Pledge of Allegiance

3. Approval of Agenda

4. Recognition/Presentations

4.1 Bolton & Menk presentation on Phase 1 Gomsrud Park Project (03)

5. Public Discussion/Comment  (Individual comments are limited to 3 minutes) (04)

6. Consent Agenda (Items removed from consent will be placed at the end

of the items under new business)

A. Minutes

6.A.1 Consideration of approving the City Council Minutes from (05)

Regular Meeting on March 25, 2024 

B. Check Registers

C. Other

6.C.1 Consideration of an Event Permit for Fairmont Lakes Foundation, (08)

Inc., Spring Fishing Tournament, May 18, 2024 

6.C.2 Consideration of an Event Permit for DAV, American Legion (11)

& VFW to hold Veterans Serving Veterans Picnic, June 29, 2024 

6.C.3 Consideration of the purchase of a new pickup truck to replace (14)

Current Code Enforcement Officer vehicle squad 9 for the 

Police Department listed on the 2024 CIP 

6.C.4 Consideration of the purchase of a playground structure (29)

7. Public Hearings

8. Old Business
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9. New Business

9.1 Consideration of donation for Fairmont Fireworks (37)

9.2 Consideration of awarding the 2024 Sealcoat Projects, 2024-C (40)

Improvement Contract 

9.3 Consideration of adopting a resolution addressing the loss of a (42) 

nominee for service on the Charter Commission 

10. Council Discussion

11. Staff/Liaison Reports

A. Public Works

B. Finance

C. City Administrator

D. Mayor/Council

Hasek – PUC

Kawecki –

Lubenow - HRA

Maynard – FEDA

Miller – Visit Fairmont, FEDA

Baarts

12. Adjournment
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STAFF MEMO 
Prepared by: 
Matthew R York, Public 
Works & Utilities Director 

Meeting Date: 
04/08/2024 

☐ Consent Agenda Item 

☒ Regular Agenda Item

☐ Public Hearing

Agenda Item # 
4.1 

Reviewed by: 
Interim Administrator 

Item: Presentation – Gomsrud Park 

Presented by: 
Wes Brown – City Engineer, 
Bolton and Menk 

Action Requested:  No Action Required 

Vote Required: 

☐ Simple Majority

☐ Two Thirds Vote

☐ Roll Call

Staff Recommended Action:  

Board/Commission/Committee Recommendation: 

PREVIOUS COUNCIL ACTION 

REFERENCE AND BACKGROUND  

The City of Fairmont has been working with Bolton and Menk regarding the Gomsrud Park 
Master Plan. The initial phase of the Channel reconstruction was initiated from December 2023 
to February 2024. Currently, that project is about 85% completed. 

The Original Phase I of the project is about to be let. This Phase will address the Boat Ramp and 
the main boater’s parking lot on the North Side of the Shelter House. An additional alternative 
bid incorporates the walking path around Gomsrud Park. 

This presentation aims to reintroduce the project to the City Council. The designs were 
completed after extensive input from multiple stakeholders.   

The presentation is informational. The project will be returned after the bids are opened for final 
approval by the City Council. 

BUDGET IMPACT 

N/A 

SUPPORTING DATA/ATTACHMENTS 

Additional information will be provided at the meeting. 
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STAFF MEMO 
Prepared by: 
Patricia J. Monsen, CMC 
City Clerk 

Meeting Date: 
04/08/2024 

☐ Consent Agenda Item 

☒ Regular Agenda Item

☐ Public Hearing

Agenda Item # 
5 

Reviewed by: 
Interim Administrator 

Item:  Public Discussion/Comment 

Presented by: Action Requested: 

Vote Required: 

☐ Simple Majority

☐ Two Thirds Vote

☐ Roll Call

Staff Recommended Action: 

Board/Commission/Committee Recommendation: 

PREVIOUS COUNCIL ACTION 

REFERENCE AND BACKGROUND    Prior to regular business, is there any public 
discussion/comment? 

BUDGET IMPACT 

SUPPORTING DATA/ATTACHMENTS 
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STAFF MEMO 
Prepared by: 
Patricia J. Monsen, CMC 
City Clerk 

Meeting Date: 
04/08/2024 

☒ Consent Agenda Item 

☐ Regular Agenda Item

☐ Public Hearing

Agenda Item # 
6.A.1

Reviewed by:  Jeff O’Neill, 
Interim Administrator 

Item:   Consideration of approving the City Council Minutes 
from Regular Meeting on March 25, 2024 

Presented by: 
Patricia J. Monsen, CMC 
City Clerk 

Action Requested:  Motion to approve the City Council 
Meeting Minutes from March 25, 2024 

Vote Required: 

☒ Simple Majority

☐ Two Thirds Vote

☐ Roll Call

Staff Recommended Action:  Approval 

Board/Commission/Committee Recommendation: 

PREVIOUS COUNCIL ACTION 

REFERENCE AND BACKGROUND  

BUDGET IMPACT 

SUPPORTING DATA/ATTACHMENTS  

City Council Meeting Minutes Regular Meeting, March 25, 2024 
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The minutes of the Fairmont City Council meeting held on Monday, March 25, 2024, at the City Hall 

Council Chambers. 

 

Mayor Baarts called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.   

 

Council Members Wayne Hasek, Britney Kawecki, Randy Lubenow, Jay Maynard and Michele Miller 

were present. Also in attendance:  Interim City Administrator Jeff O’Neill, Finance Director Paul Hoye, 

Director of Public Works/Utilities Matthew York, City Clerk Patricia J. Monsen, Police Chief Mike 

Hunter, Airport Manager Lee Steinkamp and City Attorney Cara Brown.  

 

Council Member Miller made a motion to approve the agenda as presented.  Council Member Hasek 

seconded the motion and the motion carried. 

 

No comment was received during open discussion. 

 

Council Member Maynard made a motion to approve the consent agenda.  Council Member Miller 

seconded the motion and the motion carried.  Items on the consent agenda were Minutes from the  

March 11, 2024, city council meeting; Payment of the March 2024 accounts payable; Event Permit for 

Martin County Veteran’s Memorial Dedication Ceremony on May 25, 2024; and purchase of a new 

asphalt roller. 

 

Council Member Hasek made a motion to approve the purchase of a new airport sewer lift station and 

force main.  Council Member Miller seconded the motion and the motion carried. 

 

Council Member Maynard made a motion to establish a performance-based step system for non-union 

employees and shift pay scale from a 10-step to an 8-step system for 2025.  Council Member Miller 

seconded the motion and the motion carried. 

 

Council Member Kawecki made a motion to waive the requirement that the City Attorney attend all city 

council meetings and authorize the City Administrator, at his discretion, to request attendance by the 

City Attorney.  Council Member Lubenow seconded the motion.  On roll call:   Council Members 

Kawecki, and Lubenow voted aye.  Council Members Hasek, Maynard and Miller voted nay.  Mayor 

Baarts declared said motion failed.  Council Member Kawecki made a motion to request an RFP to 

consider new attorneys.  Council Member Lubenow seconded the motion.  On roll call:   Council 

Members Kawecki and Lubenow voted aye.  Council Members Maynard, Miller and Hasek voted nay.  

Mayor Baarts declared said motion failed. 

 

Council Member Maynard made a motion to adopt a substitute Resolution 2024-12, a resolution of the 

Fairmont City Council submitting names to the Chief Judge of the Fifth Judicial District Court for 

consideration in making appointments to the City of Fairmont Charter Commission.  The substitute 

resolution was prepared by Council Member Maynard and handed to the council at the meeting.  

Council Member Hasek seconded the motion.  On roll:  Council Members Maynard, Miller and Hasek 

voted aye.  Council Members Lubenow and Kawecki voted nay.  Mayor Baarts declared said motion 

passed. 
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York thanked the Street Department for their work on Saturday and Sunday.  The City entered into a 

new contract with Shamrock Recycling for tree grinding services at the tree dump.  The tree dump will 

be opening to the public on April 1st.  Soil work was completed at Veterans Park and debris was located 

1 ½ feet down.  The City is looking at other options for the shelter placement.  The City has removed 

1,000 trees due to the Emerald Ash borer infestation.  The City has approximately 400 trees yet to be 

removed.  The City is recommending that citizens also remove infested trees.  City docks will be 

installed in April.  

 

O’Neill thanked York and Council Member Miller for planning to attend the Lakes Conference in April.  

He reminded the council of the Local Board of Appeal Hearing scheduled for April 24, 2024, at 9:00 

a.m. in the council chambers.  The City has received a lot of applications for the HR Director position.  

Staff has been in contact with the University of Minnesota regarding bee keeping in cities.  

Arrangements are being made to bring a representative from the U of M to the council meeting to do a 

presentation.  Staff is following the newly adopted cannabis laws and the potential for a city operation.  

The plat review for the new Justice Center is ongoing.  

 

Council Member Kawecki reported that the library now has a seed library which includes flower and 

vegetable seeds.  They also have new boxes which include figurines and stories.  The library will begin 

closing at 6:00 p.m. on Wednesday nights beginning on April 17th, due to being short staffed.  The 

library is hoping to hire two more staff members. 

 

Council Member Lubenow reported that the HRA renewed some Certificates of Deposit for better rates.  

They also talked about the empty space at Lakeview Methodist Home.   

 

Council Member Maynard reported that the Airport is still waiting for the FAA to close out projects to 

receive funding.  The pavement project will be done sometime in June. 

 

Council Member Miller reported that CER discussed Cardinal Prime, a before and after school program.  

The program currently has 60 kids enrolled with 40 on a waiting list.  The program will continue for the 

next school year.  The Summer brochures are digital and should be out the first of April.   Visit Fairmont 

has a new director.  They are working on visitor guides and social media. 

 

Mayor Baarts reminded everyone of the Food Shelf Challenge and encouraged people to participate.  

The deadline is April 6th. 

 

A motion was made by Council Member Maynard, seconded by Council Member Miller and carried to 

adjourn the meeting at 6:31 p.m.         

 

 

        ______________________________ 

        Lee C. Baarts, Mayor 

ATTEST:         

 

__________________________ 

Patricia J. Monsen, City Clerk 
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STAFF MEMO 
Prepared by: 
Patricia J. Monsen, CMC 
City Clerk 

Meeting Date: 
04/08/2024 

☒ Consent Agenda Item 

☐ Regular Agenda Item

☐ Public Hearing

Agenda Item # 
6.C.1

Reviewed by:  Jeff O’Neill, 
Interim Administrator 

Item: Consideration of an Event Permit-Fairmont Lakes 
Foundation, Spring Fishing Tournament, May 18, 2024  

Presented by: 
Patricia J. Monsen, CMC 
City Clerk 

Action Requested:  Motion to approve the Event Permit for the 
Fairmont Lakes Foundation to hold a Spring Fishing 
Tournament on May 18, 2024 

Vote Required: 

☒ Simple Majority

☐ Two Thirds Vote

☐ Roll Call

Staff Recommended Action:  Approval 

Board/Commission/Committee Recommendation: 

PREVIOUS COUNCIL ACTION 

REFERENCE AND BACKGROUND  

The Fairmont Lakes Foundation has submitted an Event Permit to hold a Spring Fishing 
Tournament on May 18, 2024.  The event will be based at Gomsrud Park. 

BUDGET IMPACT 

N/A 

SUPPORTING DATA/ATTACHMENTS 

Event Permit 
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STAFF MEMO 
Prepared by: 
Patricia J. Monsen, CMC 
City Clerk 

Meeting Date: 
04/08/2024 

☒  Consent Agenda Item 

☐  Regular Agenda Item 

☐  Public Hearing 

Agenda Item # 
6.C.2 

Reviewed by:  Jeff O’Neill, 
Interim Administrator 
 

Item: Consideration of an Event Permit-DAV, American Legion, 
VFW, Veteran’s Serving Veterans Picnic, June 29, 2024  

Presented by: 
Patricia J. Monsen, CMC 
City Clerk 

Action Requested:  Motion to approve the Event Permit for the  
DAV, American Legion, VFW to hold Veteran’s Serving Veterans 
Picnic on June 29, 2024   

Vote Required: 

☒  Simple Majority 

☐  Two Thirds Vote 

☐  Roll Call 
 

Staff Recommended Action:  Approval 
 
Board/Commission/Committee Recommendation: 

PREVIOUS COUNCIL ACTION 

  

REFERENCE AND BACKGROUND   

The DAV, American Legion and VRF have submitted an Event Permit to hold the Veteran’s 
Serving Veterans Picnic on June 29, 2024.  The event will be held at Gomsrud Park. 

 

 

 

 

BUDGET IMPACT 

N/A 

 

SUPPORTING DATA/ATTACHMENTS  

Event Permit 
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STAFF MEMO 

Prepared by: Meeting Date: IZI Consent Agenda Item Agenda Item #

6.C.3Chief Hunter 04/08/2024 □ Regular Agenda Item

□ Public Hearing

Reviewed by: Item: Consideration of the purchase of a new pickup truck 

Interim Administrator to replace current CSO vehicle Squad 9 for the police 

department listed in the 2024 CIP. 

Presented by: Action Requested: Motion to approve the purchase of the 

Chief Hunter 2025 Ram 1500 Crew Cab Pickup Truck off the state bid as 

presented and declare current Squad 9, 2013 Ford XL pickup as 

excess property to be sold or traded. 

Vote Required: Staff Recommended Action: Approval 

� Simple Majority 

□ Two Thirds Vote Board/Commission/Committee Recommendation: 

□ Roll Call

PREVIOUS COUNCIL ACTION 

n/a 

REFERENCE AND BACKGROUND 

Squad 9 is a black 2013 Ford XL Crew Cab pickup with a 5.0 VB and approximately 75,000 miles. 

(VIN# 1FTFW1EF7DKE52405) It is the oldest vehicle in our fleet and is currently operated by the 

CSO and CSO-Cadet. We have pushed this vehicle back for replacement in our CIP in previous 

years in favor of other needed department expenses. We have again reviewed other options for a 

CSO vehicle. We continue to find a need for a full size pickup including towing our Emergency 

Incident Command Trailer, towing and deployment of the speed trailer, hauling found property 

and evidence that does not fit in our smaller SUV squad cars, transportation of animals, traffic 

control, inclement weather response, and other hauling and towing needs. We have researched 

the three options for a full size pickup truck that has the towing capacity for the Emergency 

Command Trailer off the state bid. The options presented were a 2025 model year Ram 1500 

Crew Cab pickup and a 2024 model year Chevrolet Silverado Crew Cab pickup. The 2025 Ram 

1500 is available in the same order window as the 2024 Chevrolet Silverado and is about $205 

cheaper with more options and a higher towing capacity. Ford was unable to provide a vehicle for 

comparison on state bid. 

The Ram 1500 will fit the needs of the Fairmont Police Department. The new vehicle includes a 

full 3 year/36,000 warranty and a 5 year 50,000 powertrain warranty as opposed to gambling on a 

used vehicle. The budget information outlined below show the purchase is feasible and within our 

current available funds in the police department's 2024 budget. 

BUDGET IMPACT 

1. $30,000 in 2024 CIP to replace Squad 9.

2. Trade value of current Squad 9 in Kelly Blue Book at "Good" condition is $11,900-$14,600

with an average trade of $12,928. Private Party sale value of $16,500 in KBB.

3. We have $4750 per month budgeted for five leased primary marked squad cars. One14
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STAFF MEMO 
Prepared by: 
Nick Lardy, Street/Parks 
Superintendent 

Meeting Date: 
April 08, 2024 

☒ Consent Agenda Item 

☐ Regular Agenda Item

☐ Public Hearing

Agenda Item # 
6.C.4

Reviewed by: 
Interim Administrator 

Item: Consideration of the purchase of a playground structure 

Presented by: Action Requested:  Motion to approve the purchase of a new 
playground structure for Eastside Park. 

Vote Required: 

☒ Simple Majority

☐ Two Thirds Vote

☐ Roll Call

Staff Recommended Action:  Approval 

Board/Commission/Committee Recommendation: 

PREVIOUS COUNCIL ACTION 

REFERENCE AND BACKGROUND  

See photo for reference. 

Eastside Park is located at 1310 Budd Street.  The playground equipment is very old and does not 
conform to ASTM playground standards.  The 2 slides do not have a conforming platform 
transition area on top of the steps to the slide.  Also, they do not have a cross bar at the top to 
prevent falls forward.  The merry-go-round is very old also and is not equipped with a governor 
to prevent overspeed situations.  The swings conform to standards and will not be removed.  
City staff will perform the removal of the old equipment and installation of the new equipment.  
The old equipment will be destroyed and sent to a recycler.   

Please note:  The pricing is from MN State contract - MWP 218093. 

BUDGET IMPACT 

The park department has $25,000 in the 2024 CIP.  The $512.75 will be funded from reserves. 

SUPPORTING DATA/ATTACHMENTS 

PO# 15051 to MWP Recreation in the amount of $25,512.75 and quote 104692-01-05 dated Feb 
21, 2024 

29



 

 

30



31



32



33



34



35



36



STAFF MEMO 
Prepared by: 
Patricia J. Monsen, CMC 
City Clerk 

Meeting Date: 
04/08/2024 

☐ Consent Agenda Item 

☒ Regular Agenda Item

☐ Public Hearing

Agenda Item # 
9.1 

Reviewed by:  Jeff O’Neill, 
Interim Administrator 

Item: Consideration of donating to the Fairmont Fireworks 

Presented by:   
Jeff O’Neill, 
Interim Administrator 

Action Requested:  Motion to approve a donation of $_____ to  
Light, Noise & Smoke (Fairmont Fireworks)  

Vote Required: 

☒ Simple Majority

☐ Two Thirds Vote

☐ Roll Call

Staff Recommended Action:  

Board/Commission/Committee Recommendation: 

PREVIOUS COUNCIL ACTION 

 The City usually donates $1,500 to Light, Noise & Smoke for the Fairmont Fireworks. 

REFERENCE AND BACKGROUND  

Light, Noise & Smoke (Fairmont Fireworks) is requesting a donation of $10,000 to the Fairmont 
Fireworks.   

BUDGET IMPACT 

There is $1,500 included in the 2024 budget for this donation.  Anything over this amount would 
need to come out of general fund reserves. 

SUPPORTING DATA/ATTACHMENTS  

Letter from Fairmont Fireworks Committee 
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Sam Cress, Cade Hartwig, Tim Miller 
Fireworks Committee 
Light, Noise & Smoke (Fairmont Fireworks)

Fairmont City Council
Fairmont Mayor
100 Downtown Plaza 
Fairmont MN 56031

Subject: Request for increased support for the Fairmont Fireworks

Dear Fairmont City Council 

We are writing to request your support for our organization, Light Noise & Smoke which 
is responsible for fundraising and organizing our community's annual 4th of July 
fireworks celebration.

These displays have become a cherished tradition, eagerly anticipated by residents of 
all ages. However, we are currently facing financial challenges that put the future of our 
fireworks displays at risk. In the last 5 years our average cost has been $25,000 and in 
the last 3 years that amount has provided less and less shells due to inflation and 
increased shipping costs. 

To ensure that our community continues to enjoy these memorable experiences, we are 
seeking an increased financial assistance from the City Council. We humbly request a 
contribution of $10,000 annually to help cover the costs associated with organizing and 
executing the fireworks display. This funding along side donations from the community 
and local business’s will help maintain and grow our fundraising efforts so that in the 
future we may be able to become financially independent, and still be able to provide an 
memorable annual display. 

By supporting our organization, the City Council will not only help preserve a beloved 
tradition but also contribute to the overall well-being and happiness of our community. 
The fireworks display bring families and friends together, boost local businesses, and 
foster a sense of pride and unity among residents.

We understand that the City Council has a set budget for the 2024 donation of $1500.
If there is not a way to provide the additional funds for the 2024 display. Please consider 
the requested amount for the 2025 budget cycle.

Thank you for your time, consideration, and ongoing support to our organization. We 
are grateful for any support you can provide. Together, we can ensure that future 
generations will enjoy the magic and beauty of fireworks.

Sincerely,    The Light, Noise & Smoke Fireworks Committee
Sam Cress, Cade Hartwig, Tim Miller. 
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Contact information 
fairmontfireworks@gmail.com
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STAFF MEMO 
Prepared by: 
Tyler Cowing, Civil Engineer 

Meeting Date: 
4/8/2024 

☐ Consent Agenda Item 

☒ Regular Agenda Item

☐ Public Hearing

Agenda Item # 
9.2 

Reviewed by: Jeff O’Neill, 
Interim Administrator 

Item: Consideration Awarding the 2024 Sealcoat Projects, 
2024-C Improvement Contract 

Presented by: 
Tyler Cowing, Civil Engineer 

Action Requested:  Motion to award 2024 Sealcoat Projects, 
2024-C Improvement Contract to low bidder Pearson Bros., Inc. 
of Hanover, MN 

Vote Required: 

☒ Simple Majority

☐ Two Thirds Vote

☐ Roll Call

Staff Recommended Action: Approval 

Board/Commission/Committee Recommendation: 

PREVIOUS COUNCIL ACTION 

 At the February 12th city council meeting a motion to approve the ordering of the preparation of 

plans and advertising of bids for the 2024 Improvement Program was made. The 2024 Sealcoat 

Projects were part of this improvement program.  

REFERENCE AND BACKGROUND  

A bid opening for the 2024 Sealcoat Projects was held on Tuesday, March 19th at 1:00 p.m. The city 

received six bids with Pearson Bros, Inc. being the low bidder at $138,264.80.  The engineer’s estimate 

was $130,812.06. Staff is recommending awarding the bid to Pearson Bros, Inc. 

BUDGET IMPACT 

The sealcoat projects were included in the 2024 Street Improvement Program budget and will be spread 
across improvement program bonds and street assessments.  

SUPPORTING DATA/ATTACHMENTS 

Resolution 2024-14 
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RESOLUTION 2024-14 

STATE OF MINNESOTA ) 

COUNTY OF MARTIN  ) SS 

CITY OF FAIRMONT ) 

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING BID 

2024 SEAL COAT PROJECTS – IMPROVEMENT CONTRACT 2024-C 

CITY OF FAIRMONT, MINNESOTA 

WHEREAS, pursuant to an advertisement for bids for the 2024 Seal Coat Projects, bids 

were received, opened, and tabulated according to law, and the following bids were received 

complying with the advertisement: 

BIDDER AMOUNT OF BID 

Pearson Bros, Inc: Hanover, MN $138,264.80 

M.R. Paving & Excavating, Inc.: New Ulm, MN $151,517.77 

Asphalt Surface Technologies: St. Cloud, MN $152,746.55 

Allied Blacktop Company: Maple Grove, MN $183,947.02 

Morris Sealcoat & Trucking: Morris, MN $192,193.09 

Beck Excavating, Inc.: Spirit Lake, IA $208,964.90 

WHEREAS, it appears that Pearson Bros, Inc. of Hanover, Minnesota is the lowest 

responsible bidder. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 

OF FAIRMONT, MINNESOTA: 

1. The Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to enter into the contract

for the 2024 Seal Coat Projects – Improvement Contract 2024-C with Pearson

Bros, Inc. of Hanover, Minnesota in the name of the City of Fairmont, for the

improvements according to the plans and specifications therefore approved by the

City Council and on file in the office of the City Clerk at a cost of $138,264.80.

2. The City Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to return forthwith to all bidders

the deposits made with their bids, except that the deposits of the successful bidder

and the next lowest bidder shall be retained until a contract has been signed.

ADOPTED by the City Council this 8th day of April 2024. 

Lee. C. Baarts, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

Patricia J. Monsen, City Clerk 41



STAFF MEMO 
Prepared by: Jeff O’Neill, 
Interim City Administrator 

Meeting Date: 
04/08/2024 

☐ Consent Agenda Item 

☒ Regular Agenda Item

☐ Public Hearing

Agenda Item # 
9.3 

Reviewed by:  Jeff O’Neill, 
Interim City Administrator 

Item: Consideration of adopting a resolution addressing the 
loss of a nominee for service on the Charter Commission 

Presented by: Jeff O’Neill, 
Interim City Administrator  

Action Requested:   
  Motion addressing loss of Charter Commission nominee 

Vote Required: 

☒ Simple Majority

☐ Two Thirds Vote

☐ Roll Call

Staff Recommended Action: 

Board/Commission/Committee Recommendation: 

PREVIOUS COUNCIL ACTION 

At the previous City Council meeting, the City Council was presented with a draft 

resolution to the judge identifying 10 names to pick from for the 8 positions available.  City 

Council passed a resolution recommending reduction of size of the Charter Commission 

from 15 to 13 and identified, a slate of 6 individuals to fill the available terms on a 13-

member board.   

REFERENCE AND BACKGROUND  

We heard the sad news that Ken Reiman passed away on April 2nd.  Ken was one of the 6 
individuals recommended for service on the Charter Commission.  As a consequence, the 
number of nominees recommended by the Council is one short of the 13-member board. 

The following are two possible but not all-inclusive alternatives for addressing the situation for 
discussion and action at the meeting on Monday.  

1. Motion to supersede the previous resolution and to:

a. Approve resolution with five nominees and changing the total Commission
number to 12 nominees; or

b. Approve resolution with six nominees and changing the total Commission number
to 13 nominees.

If the Council selects 1.b option, the Council will need to also recommend an 
additional applicant to include on the nomination list to submit to the Chief Judge. 

Eligible candidates could include names of applicants submitted to the City Council on 
3/25 or could include other names of individuals that Council may wish to consider.  
The 3/25 candidates available for filling the spot include Terry Anderson, Chuck 42



Omvig, John Omvig and Dale Martens 

In my opinion,  1a is problematic because there are four capable candidates and perhaps others 
in the community to fill the 13th spot.     Setting the total membership total based on the number 
of preferred candidates, when applicants are available and interested in serving is not a good 
precedent for the future.  It would be my concern that this approach toward managing Charter 
Commission composition would undermine its credibility as a citizens group functioning for the 
purpose of establishing community standards under which the City Council operates. 

BUDGET IMPACT 

SUPPORTING DATA/ATTACHMENTS 

Resolution 2024-15 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2024-15 

RESOLUTION OF THE FAIRMONT CITY COUNCIL REQUESTING THE CHIEF 

JUDGE OF THE FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT TO APPOINT MEMBERS TO 

THE CITY OF FAIRMONT CHARTER COMMISSION 

WHEREAS, the City of Fairmont (City) is a Home Rule Charter City; and 

WHEREAS, the members of the City of Fairmont Charter Commission (Commission) are 

appointed by the Chief Judge for the district court of the judicial district in which the City is 

situated, which is the Fifth Judicial District, pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 410.05; and 

WHEREAS, the terms of eight Commission members expired on March 16, 2024; and 

WHEREAS, on March 25, 2024, the City Council passed Resolution No. 2024-12 

nominating a list of individuals to the Commission to be submitted to the Chief Judge for the 

District Court for appointment but the list of eligible nominees is no longer accurate; and 

WHEREAS, the City's administrative staff is aware that of the eight members whose 

terms expired on March 16, 2024, six remain qualified voters of the City and are interested in 

being reappointed to a new four-year term on the Commission; and 

WHEREAS, the City’s administrative staff is aware that one individual who is not 

currently on the Commission, and who is a qualified voter of the City has been appointed as an 

alternate by Order dated March 14, 2022 and signed by the Honorable Gregory Anderson, Chief 

Judge of the Fifth Judicial District; and 

WHEREAS, the City’s administrative staff is further aware that an individual who is not 

currently on the Commission and who is a qualified voter of the City is interested in being 

appointed to a four-year term on the Commission and 

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. § 410.05, subd. 1 provides that “(t)he commission shall be 

composed of not less than seven nor more than 15 members, each of whom shall be a qualified 

voter of the city”; and 

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. § 410.05, subd. 1 provides that the “size of the commission shall 

be determined within the above limits by the court, except that that where the commission is 

appointed pursuant to a…resolution of the governing body of the city, the size of the commission 

shall be as specified in such…resolution”; and 

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. § 410.05, subd. 2 provides that “(u)pon the expiration of each 

term, the chief judge shall appoint new commission members”; and 

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. § 410.05, subd. 3 provides that a "city council . . . may submit to 

the court the names of eligible nominees which the district court may consider in making 

appointments to the charter commission." 
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NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Fairmont as 

follows:  

 

1. The City Council of the City of Fairmont declares that this Resolution supersedes 

Resolution No. 2024-12 in its entirety.  

 

2. The City Council of the City of Fairmont nominates the ___ individuals on the list 

appended hereto as Appendix A to four-year terms on the Commission in accordance with the 

provisions of Minn. Stat. § 410.05, subd. 3.  

 

3. The City Council of the City of Fairmont respectfully requests that the Chief 

Judge of the Fifth Judicial District appoint the ___ individuals on the list appended hereto as 

Appendix A to four-year terms on the Commission in accordance with the provisions of Minn. 

Stat. § 410.05, subd. 2.  

 

4. The City Council of the City of Fairmont hereby changes the size of the 

Commission to ___ members and respectfully requests that the Chief Judge of the Fifth Judicial 

District set the size of the commission at ___ members in accordance with the provisions of 

Minn. Stat. § 410.05, subd. 1. 

 

ADOPTED by the City Council this 8th day of April 2024. 

 

 

 

 

  ____________________________________ 

  Lee C. Baarts, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

 

__________________________________ 

Patricia J. Monsen, City Clerk 

 

(SEAL) 
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APPENDIX A 

TO RESOLUTION 2024-15 

LIST OF NOMINEES FOR THE  

FAIRMONT CHARTER COMMISSION 
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