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Budget Work Session
September 2, 2014, 5:30 p.m.

In attendance: Mayor Randy Quirig, Council Members: Wes Clerc, Terry Anderson, Chad
Askeland, Joe Kallemeyn. and Darin Rahm, City Staff: Mike Humpal, Troy Nemmers, Paul
Hoye, Elizabeth Bloomquist, Greg Brolsma, Patty Monsen, and Media: Judy Bryan and Rod
Halverson.

Introduction of 2015 proposed budget by Mike Humpal. Paul Hoye presented the budget.
Comments on various topics:

If the City plans to increase the clean-up fee charged to the citizens, it will need to have a public
hearing.

Councilor Anderson would like to see funding going into the airport. It is a very valuable asset
to the City of Fairmont and it brings 3.5 million in revenue into the City. He would like to see
sewer and water out to the airport. Anderson feels that we need to improve the airport so that it
will grow the City. Anderson stated that Fairmont is designated as a Regional Airport.
Councilor Kallemeyn would like staff to put some numbers together to see how much it will cost
to get sewer and water to the airport. He would like to see if it is feasible. Clerc questioned if it
would be a reality for sewer and water to the airport in 20157 Humpal stated that staff will
continue to explore the possibilities of getting water and sewer to the airport, but feels it is not
realistic for 2015.

The library is in need of new flooring at approximately $75,000. The City pays for half of the
cost. This will be budgeted for 2016.

The need for an additional leaf vacuum was discussed. The Council would like to see this
service privatized (leaf pickup). The Council directed staff to put together a bid package for leaf
pickup for 2015.

It was brought up that the City should speak to the school regarding the Soccer Fields and the
Hockey Arena. There is now a charge to go to the Soccer games. The school contributes
nothing towards these two sporting venues.

Councilor Anderson feels that we are getting further behind in our street improvements and that
perhaps we should be focusing on getting more projects done. Humpal stated that we try to
maximize our resources to get as much done as possible. Councilor Clerc said the City should
assess what we have and where the problems are. Humpal discussed the current street rating
system and an analysis of underground infrastructure.

Councilor Anderson would like information sooner so that the Council has more time to review
it.

Councilor Askeland requested that the City give a donation to CER. Humpal stated that Staff
will try and work something into the budget.

Mayor Quiring asked about getting the cedar creek trail connection at Knollwood Drive
completed. Councilor Askeland expressed that the City needs to figure out a way to get it done.



There was general consensus to continue to set $200,000 in liquor store funds aside each year.

Nemmers discussed that the Council needs to prioritize the use of funds in the storm water
reserve fund. It is not possible to do Dutch Creek Detention ponds and the detention pond west
of Canyon Drive. Humpal suggested looking at potentially purchasing another house in the
Canyon Drive area to eliminate actual property damage in the future.

Nemmers discussed the 5 year CIP of the airport and Hoye went over the line item budget.

There is some funding in the budget that could be used for some smaller airport improvements in
2015.

Discussion on Sioux Avenue Park took place. Park Board recommended some funding for new
play equipment. Council Member Askeland thought that if we did something at the Winnebago
Sports Complex in the future, it would be duplication. $10,000 was left in the budget, but was
not ear marked for a particular location.

Meeting completed at 8:10 p.m.



