City Council Minutes

City of Fairmont
100 Downtown Plaza
Fairmont, MN 56031

December 8, 2025

Special Meeting — Continuation of Allegations City Hall, 2:00 p.m.

CALLTO ORDER

ROLL CALL

PLEDGE OF
ALLEGIANCE

ROTATING VOTES

APPROVAL OF
AGENDA

The Fairmont City Council met in special session at Fairmont City Hall in
the Council Chambers. Mayor Baarts called the meeting to order at 2:00
p.m.

Council present: Lee Baarts, Mayor
Wayne Hasek, Councilmember
Britney Kawecki, Councilmember
James Kotewa, Councilmember
Randy Lubenow, Councilmember
Jay Maynard, Councilmember

Staff present: Michael Beletti, Police Captain
Betsy Steuber, City Clerk

Also present: Christopher Hoodecheck, City Attorney
Virtually (Flaherty & Hood)

The City Council and all present stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

Please note that votes taken by roll call are called on a rotating basis;
however, the written minutes list the Councilmembers in alphabetical
order.

Prior to approval of the agenda for the special meeting for the
continuation of preliminary consideration of allegations against an
individual subject to the City Council’s authority under Minnesota
Statutes, section 13D.05, subdivision 2(b), Mayor Baarts addressed the
Council and expressed concerns regarding adherence to established
procedures related to the scheduling of the special meeting. He
referenced prior Council action taken in November and stated his belief
that the meeting was not called by a Councilmember as required, but
rather by the former Interim City Administrator and/or legal counsel.
Mayor Baarts further raised concerns regarding communications related
to the meeting that he believed may have been improperly disseminated.



ADJOURNMENT

ATTEST:
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Based on these concerns, Mayor Baarts requested that the meeting be
adjourned pending further consultation with legal counsel.

Motion was made by Councilmember Lubenow, seconded by
Councilmember Kotewa, to adjourn the special meeting, as there was no
further business to come before the Council. On roll call,
Councilmembers Kotewa and Lubenow voted in favor; Councilmembers
Hasek and Maynard voted against; Councilmember Kawecki abstained.
Mayor Baarts broke the tie vote, voting in favor. Motion carried. The
Fairmont City Council adjourned at 2:03 p.m.
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